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A rediscovery of a forgotten artist :
Eugène Henri Ernest Cuvillier

(1860, Paris – 1896, Maisons-Laffitte)
The bay of Cannes

Oil on canvas monogrammed bottom left, signed on the back on the canvas
25 1/2 x 36 ¼ in. (65 x 92 cm)
Exhibited at the Salon de la Société Nationale des Beaux-Arts de Paris in 1895
This painting had initially been purchased by the gallery, not knowing the identity of the painter. After several researches, it appeared that it bore on the back a signature drawn with black chalk. After thorough examination and with the help of enlargements, one could read with no doubt the name of “Eugène Cuvillier”.

Obviously, people who had the work in hand before were hoping that the monogram would mean “Edmond Cross”. In fact, the grand-son of Eugène Cuvillier confirmed the authenticity of the work.
The painter unfortunately died very young at the age of 36 from typhoid, and as he didn’t care to sell, his work later on didn’t reappear from private collections. In fact Cuvillier was a close friend of Signac and Henri-Edmond Cross, who were two of the leaders of the neo-impressionist movement born in 1884, when they decided with Seurat, Charles Angrand, Albert Dubois-Pillet, Odilon Redon and Emile Schuffenecker to create the Société des Artistes Indépendants.

Cuvillier took part to the Salon des Indépendants in Paris, from 1884 to 1892.
This is not the first rediscovery by the gallery of a forgotten artist or work. Previously, the gallery had purchased and sold the masterpiece of an Irish painter called Franck O’Meara (1853, Carlow – 1888, Carlow) : “Dream” (Rêverie), exhibited in 1882 at the Salon in Paris and at the Royal Academy of Art in London.













